
Congress Moscow; theme ‘to look and to see’ 
For my lecture and workshop I like to add ‘and trying to understand’ 
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Jos Werkhoven, The Netherlands 
Montessori teacher, director, trainer, supervisor and developer for 30 years (1972-2002); 

Montessori experience for 41 years  (1972-present); independent publisher and developer since 1995. Jos 

developed and published material for reading, language and cosmic education. 

With Montessori professionals he develops at this moment new material for arithmetic and math and language. 

This year there will also come additional material with ‘the lines of life’: ‘The line of evolution’.  With this line 

there will be a lot of new material for reading and everything possible will be linked with the Montessori 

material, according the course ‘Cosmic education’ Maria Montessori developed with Mario Montessori. 

 

Introduction. 
 

Slide 2 (A nice introduction to the theme of the congress) 

 

Dear Montessori Colleagues, 

 

My special thanks goes to the Russian Montessori Association: Nadezda Smirnova and all her 

colleagues for their invitation to speak here about my experiences in Montessori education. 

I’m so happy to do that, because I hope that the story of my experiences will help you to 

improve your professionalism. I really hope so because the story of my experience changed 

the way I looked at children (and the world as a whole!!!) and I’m still learning every day! 

I will give you an example by means of the theme of the congress. 

When I started as a Montessori teacher in 1972 I should have reacted in the next way: “Wow! 

I want to learn how to look at children!” 

And in 2011 I reacted: “Well, that’s interesting. But do I know enough of myself? First I have 

to know very well myself before I go in interaction with children.” 

 

I’m a father of two children; they have the ages now of 28 and 26. My wife and I say often to 

each other: “When we could raise the children once again, we should do it in a quite different 

way.” 

We both are very happy and satisfied with our children and they are happy and satisfied with 

us.  

But this idea shows the evolution, so common for us as human beings. 

 

The same evolution I experienced in my professional career as a Montessori teacher. When I 

should start today as a Montessori teacher with my knowledge of today, I should be a quite 

different teacher compared with the one that started in 1972. 



I like to tell you about this evolution I noticed during my career as a Montessori teacher, 

trainer and supervisor; because this evolution changed dramatically the way I look at children 

and the way I look at he world as a whole. There will be some new elements in it for you, but 

in my opinion they are all related to the ideas of Maria Montessori. 

 

The core – a basic attitude for a Montessori teacher; a cosmic view, cosmic thinking 
 

My evolution gave me four simple to understand frameworks I like to share with you. 

About the first three frameworks I told you here in Moscow April 2009: 

Together I call them ‘Questioning (3) space (1) and time (2): 

1. Powers of ten by Kees Boeke Slide 3 

2. Lines of life by Jos Werkhoven Slide 4 and 5 

3. Material for sentence analysis by Maria Montessori Slide 6 

4. ‘The dance’ by Anne-Marie Poorthuis and Jos Werkhoven 

 

When you were not here in Moscow in 2009 I advise you to reed the article ‘Once upon a 

time…. There was a story to be told…..’ You can download it: Slide 7 

http://www.dearend.nl/pdf/Once_upon_a_time.pdf or maybe it’s with the papers of the 

congress. It has the same theme I told you here in Moscow in April 2009.) 

In my workshop I will tell more about ‘Questioning space and time’  

 

‘Questioning (3) space (1) and time (2) and working with ‘the dance’ are in my opinion very 

good sources for a cosmic view/cosmic thinking. And a cosmic view/cosmic thinking helps 

the basic attitude of a Montessori teacher. 

I think I have a nice example to show this when I repeat the words of one of your colleagues, 

Irina Isaeva. She followed a seminar I gave in Tomsk, November 2009. And she experienced 

in one weekend the same I experienced in my career of thirty years as a teacher.  

After a year she wrote me: "I revised in my memory the seminar and could say that I'm so 

happy that I was there. One of the most exciting events in my life. Thank 

God/life/love/Universe/me/you/who- or whatever I were there." 

Please, Irina, would you like to tell us what you mean with these words? 

(I think the next phrases are not for translation, I ask Irina and she will 

answer. But this was her answer by mail: 

I do think that the question you are raising is maybe the most important for 

human beings. The way of wide thinking of everything as a part of oneself 

and oneself as a part of everything is vital or even crucial for humanity.  

Before your seminar I had this idea but it was abstract. And you as a real 

Montessori teacher found the way of explanation abstract things with very 

concrete tools. I was really happy. I was flying home and thinking that I got 

understanding of something very important in life. And I was happy that I 

was not alone and many other teachers got this idea too.  

And I could say that I keep sharing these ideas now from time to time. And I 

observed many insights people have had. Your seminar gave me another 

perspective of life.   

I really really enjoyed it. Irina Isaeva.) 

 

Irina, thank you very much for your explanation! Slide 8 

 

Let’s look at framework number 4 now, ‘the dance’. Slide 9  

Here I explain the words!!! 
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My wife and I created this image to give and to have some more base to understand what is 

involved with our basic attitude as a Montessori teacher. 

I call this figure ‘the dance’, with a nod to Gregory Bateson
1
: Slide 10  

"In fact, we can imagine the best the pattern that connects as a 

dance of interacting parts." 

and an other powerful quote that he formulated in a letter 

complaining about the shortcomings of western education: 

"Break the pattern that connects the curriculum and inevitably you 

destroy all quality." 

I like the metaphor of the dance in another way too, but I will tell at the end. 

In a dance we are aware of everything involved: like the music, the rhythm, the timbre, the 

dance partner, the other dancers, the flat dance floor and the good atmosphere and we go!!! 

We are well prepared with our dancing shoes and suitable clothes, concentrated but swirling. 

We are relaxed and we have fun! 

 

Slide 11 

To explain ‘the dance’ is less easily then to explain ‘Questioning of space and time; the other 

three frameworks. Because we really have ‘to dance’ with all the involving elements, I try to 

explain it with some examples. 

Subject (we) observes the object (world,  child etc.) in space and time and we have to deal 

with four given facts: cosmic order, social order, biological order and personal order. 

                                                 
1
 Mind and nature. Gregory Bateson. 1979. Dutch translation ‘Het verbindend patroon’. Bert Bakker, The 

Netherlands 



When we are ‘making school’, talk with each other (colleagues and parents) about education 

and prepare our environment all four orders are influencing the child that will appear. We are 

the best example for that. 

But do we really interact with all these four orders? 

Let’s first listen to Maria Montessori
2
: Slide 12 

“Let us give the child a vision of the entire universe. The universe is a 

reality and an impressive answer to all questions. We will investigate 

the path of life together, but all things are part of the universe, all are 

linked together into a comprehensive unit. This image helps the mind 

of the child to focus, to stop wandering around in an aimless quest for 

knowledge. It is satisfied, it has the universal center of himself and all 

things found. It is essential to address the interest of the child at a 

center point. The methods commonly used today, are not effective. 

How is it possible that the spirit of a young person stays active and 

interested as all of us remain engaged in teaching a particular subject 

with a limited scope and limited to the transfer of knowledge with 

those little details that he is able to learn by heart? How can we force 

the child to be interested as interest can come only from within? Only 

obligation and fatigue may be induced from the outside, never interest! 

Let this be very clear.” 

Maria Montessori inspired her teachers with these words, but there is doubt with me whether 

every Montessori teacher integrated these words in their practise. 

 

Another nice example is a quote of Kees Boeke. (Powers of ten is an idea of Kees Boeke.) 

Kees Boeke
3
 (1884-1966), Dutch educator and educational reformer, felt very good what  to 

offer children in primary education from the age of six years. Kees Boeke: Slide 13 

"......... We all, children and adults tend to live in our own world ........ as 

we do, we can easy forget how vast the area of the existing reality is  and 

our attitude may be slightly narrow and chauvinistic. It is necessary that 

we obtain a broader view, so we can learn to see ourselves in our relative 

position in the great and mysterious universe in which we are born and 

live. The school brought us into contact with different aspects of life but 

often they are not linked together, so the danger is that we collect a large 

number of separate images, without our realizing that they all form a 

great whole. Therefore it is important for our education as men, that we 

have resources available that can give us a broader and more continuous 

image of our world and thus a truly cosmic view of the universe and our 

place in it, so a cosmic orientation." 

Kees Boeke wrote these words to promote the use of ‘Powers of ten’, but I hope you 

understand that these words has everything to do with our basic attitude. 

 

However we all are Montessori teachers and we all draw from the same source, we are not the 

same; we are no programmed robots who will always act in the same way. 

                                                 
2
 Maria Montessori. 1947. To educate the human potential 

3
 Kees Boeke. 1959 Muusses and Meulenhof Publishers In Dutch ‘Wij in het heelal, het heelal in ons’ – (Us in 

the universe, the universe in us). 

A beautiful color edition, inspired by Kees Boeke was provided by P. and P. Morrison. 1982 Nature and 

Technology, ISBN 9070157489. Powers of Ten. Charles and Ray Eams  made a film of it , Powers of Ten 

1995. http://www.powersof10.com 



Because everything I see, I interpret, I try to understand and the way I will act will be very 

personal. And we may suppose another person will act in a different way in the same 

situation. 

The personal way of acting as a Montessori teacher I call for now ‘our basic attitude’. 

Slide 14 
"Intelligence is knowing what to do, 

when you don’t know what to do." 

Jean Piaget (1896-1980) 

 

“The ability to address issues.” 

Anne-Marie Poorthuis 

 

To tell how our basic attitude should be is almost the same as explaining the quote of Jean 

Piaget.  

But I  try: Teaching is ‘knowing what to do’ under circumstances not repetitive. 

Unfortunately there is not ‘ONE and only answer’ and there’s not ‘one truth’ how our basic 

attitude should be: it depends a lot of ‘how you feel the music and rhythm of  the dance’. 

In normal language: how do you connect yourself and how do you connect yourself with the 

child in time and space with the cosmic order, the social order, the biological order and the 

personal order. Because our basic attitude has to be connected with these four orders. 

However there is not ‘one and only answer’  and not ‘one truth’ how our basic attitude should 

be, we often can rely on patterns (examples) we see everywhere in cosmos and life. And we 

should not just ‘copy’ those patterns or examples; we must try to be aware of the power of the 

patterns and examples: will they be useful for me? When you experiment with the pattern or 

example and you feel the power of it, you will integrate it in your basic attitude. It’s all about 

developing yourself; when you want to look at children, please look at yourself first! 

 

Let's take a look at some patterns or examples in my teaching career that I've experienced the 

power to integrate them in my basic attitude. These are examples, the bulleted list that I 

suggest is not complete! 

I all see them as important parts of ‘my cosmic view’ because they all are related to each 

other. We have to take ‘cosmic actions’ too: sometimes it’s important to take some distance to 

get a wider view; sometimes it’s important to zoom to see all the details. 

1. Dr. Maria Montessori!!! Slide 15 

You know now: not just by copying but by trying to be Maria Montessori by myself. 

Not as a follower but as an inspired person. 

2. Questioning space and time. (My lecture and workshop Moscow April 2009) 

To get a cosmic view. 

3. Try to be prepared always very well. 
Without a well prepared environment (in which the teacher is the most important part: 

the teacher builds the prepared environment) there is less opportunity of a good 

development of children. 

This is a very nice example of a repeating pattern of cosmos. 

Life on earth could only develop because the environment was very well prepared = 

there were the right conditions! 

4. The basic attitude has a warm heart and a cool head. 

5. The basic attitude knows no prejudices. 

6. Try to be an example in everything! 

- be clear about your examples; 

- be always positive; 



- you have high ambitions (for yourself and your children); 

- be patient, decisive and consistent; 

- work constructively with parents; 

- recognize your own part in relationships with children; 

- ask for feedback and experiment; 

- reflect on your own actions. 

- You're not afraid to make mistakes. 

- You acknowledge these errors with the children. 

Making mistakes is very human and a good way to learn. 

7. Have faith in the child that will reveal.  Slide 16 

Another nice example of repeating patterns of cosmos in time and space. 

 
ten times billion

ten times million

ten times thousand

ten times one

The line of everything

The line of man

The line of culture

The line of myself  
When we look at ‘the Lines of life’ we see the following: 

- in the line of everything we see the potency of everything; 

- in the line of man we see mankind ordering a lot of potencies; 

- in the line of culture we see the humanity apply and integrate their orderings;  

- in the line of the child we can rely on cosmic order and have faith in the child when        

we as a teacher are very well prepared and our environment in the school is very well 

prepared: there is a lot of potency in every child, they love to order when they are 

young, they love to apply and integrate when they become older. 

8. There is always a good contact between 

your colleagues and your parents. 

‘Making school’ you do together; it’s not 

possible when you are ‘alone on your isle’. 

9. Have faith in your four ‘building 

blocks’.  
- involvement; 

- knowledge; 

- power (ability) 

- effort (attention) 

I think you don’t want to be like the doctor. 

(see figure at the right.) Slide 17 

10. Your basic attitude is like a pattern too; 

it will be a repeating pattern: Slide 18 



- when the child will be their own teacher (Help me to do it by myself.) 

11. Be aware that you have a tough job with great responsibility. 
We have to deal with: 

- immediacy and direct action; 

- concurrency and complexity; 

- adjustment changing conditions; 

- personal involvement. 

12. Be aware of your own borders. Slide 19 
When you feel stress: 

• Emotional and physical exhaustion 

• Impulsivity 

• Rigidity 

• Anger 

• Guilt 

• Irritation 

• Damage esteem 

Be aware that all these feelings are alarm bells. They will affect the child in a negative 

way, because there is: 

• Disruption of the educational situation 

• Loss of enjoyment in teaching 

• Doubt about your performance 

• Frustration in dealing with parents 

Before we know we are obsessed by problems instead of seeing opportunities 

Before we know we loose our qualities and strengths: Creativity, Decisiveness, 

Perseverance, Simplicity, Flexibility, Patient Heid, Humor, Interest, Empathy, Love, 

Courage, Curiosity, Admissibility, Cheerfulness, Orderliness, Originality, Justice, 

Transcendence, Faith, Wisdom, Care, Consideration 

13. Is the glass half full or half empty? Slide 20 
Half empty: you are disappointed. There’s no 

enjoyment in teaching. 

Half full: you always see opportunities! You 

have fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again: the metaphor of the dance compared with all the elements we have to deal with. 

In a dance we are aware of everything involved: like the music, the rhythm, the timbre, the 

dance partner, the other dancers, the flat dance floor and the good atmosphere and we go!!! 

We are well prepared with our dancing shoes and suitable clothes, concentrated but swirling. 

We are relaxed and we have fun! 

 

I really like to dance with you all!!! 

 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

 
"Who in is in the soup over his 

head, does not see float the meat 

balls " (Lucebert, Dutch poet) 


